lVIr. T. D. A. Cockerell on tlie
nervure; t. m.= transverso-medial nervure; hind spur= hind spur of hind tibia; area= basal area of metathorax.
PARASPHECODES, Smith. Similar to Tlalictus, but with head and thorax black and abdomen red or largely so. Males with clypeus yellow, except at sides above. This genus does not diffor from Ifalictus in any good structural character, and its separation is only justitieJ by the £act that it includes a compact and easily recognized group of species. In his generic diagnosis Smith says that the first r. n. always meets the second t. c.; but this is not invariably the case. So far as I know, the hind spur of the female is always without spines or teeth. P. talchius, Sm., I have not seen. It is described from a male, the face thickly covered with yellow pubescence, and the basal margins of the second and third abdominal segments depressed.
The following two new speeies are in the British Museum :-Parasphecodes melbou1·nensis, sp. n. ~ .-Length about 11 mm. ·wings dusky, stigma dark red-brown; second s. m. higher than broad, first r. n. meeting second t. c.; clypeus shining, with large sparse punctures; antennre wholly black; pubescence pale fulvons; legs dark; metathorax sharply truncate, the upper lateral corners of the truncation prominent; area broad, without a shining rim, its surface dull and minutely roughened, the basal two fifths covered with little ridges; abdomen rather long, not very shiny, bright red, with extremely minute punctures on segments 1 and 2 ; first segment largely clouded with blackish; . extreme apex blackish; venter lighter and more yellow, the hind margins of the segments darker.
Bab. Melbourne, Australia ( collection of F. Smith). From P. melbournensis (1) P. taluchis differs by the better defined area, with the wrinkles covering its surface, the lighter stigma, &c.; (2) P. Mltacus differs by the smaller, darker, and more shiny abdomen, the upper angles of metathoracic truncation not at all prominent, the strire practically covering area, &c. The area of P. melbournensis, partly striate or ridgei and partly not, is especially distinctive.
Parasphecodes Prenchi, sp. n. ~ .-Length about 9 mm. Clypeus shining, with large close punctures ; tegulre shining piceous, white in front; pubescence white, faintly tinged with ochreous dorsally; legs black; upper corners of metathoracic truncation not at all prominent ; area semilunar, with a shining rim, its surface with nearly straight longitudinal ridges, evanescent posteriorly, but extending over more than half the surface ; abdomen broad, very dark chestnut-red, beyond second segment strongly blackened, but not black ; sides of second and third segments each with a t1·iangular basal patch of white tomentum ; venter strongly blackened ; wings almost clear, dusky at apex; stigma sepia, nervures dark brown; first r. n. meeting second t. c. ; second s. m. a little higher than broad.
Hab. 
